
Environmental Science
“UNLESS someone like you cares a whole awful lot, Nothing is 

going to get better. It’s not. - The Lorax
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Your appropriate behavior in class assures everyone of an 
environment conducive to learning.  Some possible rewards for 
continuous appropriate behavior are: intrinsic value (satisfaction of 
learning), improved skills, verbal praise, positive note to parents, 
and ready to learn points. 

1. Warning: the teacher provides a verbal reprimand/reminder to 
student. 
2. Parent Meeting: a conference will be set up with the parent to 
discuss behavior.
3.Referral to Administration: a student will be immediately referred 
to  administration for severe behavior problems.

Google Classroom is where many class assignments, 
discussions, and projects will be posted and turned in.   
This is a new format for me to use, so be helpful and kind and we 
will find success together.

Course Description

What do I get if I follow the class expectations?

What are the consequences if I don’t follow class 
expectations?

Where do I go to find instructions and assignments?

Google Meet
1. Always keep your device muted 

unless otherwise directed by Ms. 
Karnes.

2. Be professional in your dress.

3. Maintain a clean and orderly work 
area.

4. Chats are meant for questions 
and comments without 
interrupting the speaker.

5. Use the hand raise feature to be 
called on.

6. Remember that all meets will be 
recorded to be shared in the 
Google Classroom.

Class Expectations: 
Remote Learning

1. Be patient and respectful, this is a 
learning experience for everyone.

2. The same school rules and 
expectations stated in our school 
handbook apply.

3. Always login with your school 
email.

4. Daily tasks = attendance. All CTE 
students are expected and 
required to engage and participate 
daily in class.

5. Utilize Google Classroom and 
Google Meets.

6. Complete all work and turn it in on 
time.

7. Put forth your best effort as you 
would in a physical classroom.

8. I am here and available to help you 
in your learning.

Welcome to Environmental Science! Our focus this 
school year will be learning and developing our 
skills as critical thinkers, readers, writers, speakers, 
and listeners through our content area. The 
development and mastery of these important 
literary skills not only is important to achieving 
success in the Language Arts classroom, it is a 
critical component of achieving success in other 
school subjects, building strong relationships with 
others, and attaining a flourishing career as an 
adult. Basically, the quality of life you experience 
now through adulthood will depend a lot on how 
well you read, write, and communicate with others. 
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Class progress reports will be sent home every other week 
electronically via e-mail, so please have an updated email address 
on file with the office. Parents and students are also strongly 
encouraged to check the Skyward Portal on a weekly basis to view 
the most current grades for EVERY class.

How will I check my grade in class?

What is academic integrity?

Class Materials:

Grades:
Assessments / Projects = 40%

Daily work / Homework = 50%

RTL (ready to learn) = 10%

How can I be successful in the class?

During this time it is important to exhibit academic integrity which 
means students will do their own work. Plagiarism (taking ideas and 
writings of another and passing them off as your own) and cheating 
(acting dishonestly or unfairly in order to gain an advantage) are not 
allowed in the class. This includes: 
1.Turning in another’s work as your own
2. Copying work from a friend in class, before class or in another class
3. Including a source but failing to cite it
4. Copying an another’s exact words and passing them off as your 
own.
Students caught plagiarizing/cheating will receive a ZERO for the 
assignment and administration will be contacted.

Required:
❑Writing utensils
❑Earbuds/headphones with 

mic *(block out surrounding 
noise)

❑Composition notebook
❑Folder to hold papers

Recommended:
❑Mouse*
❑Mouse pad*

Checkout from RHS:
❑Chromebook** (unless you 

have your own device)
❑Textbook

*these will greatly assist you in 
online learning.
** Chromebooks/technology will 
be used daily in class. The 
majority of the assignments will 
be completed digitally through 
the Google Classroom or online. 
Students are expected to abide 
by all school and district digital 
safety rules and guidelines. 
Failure to do so will result in 
facing consequences with 
administration.

Come to class everyday ready to learn and participate. Do any 
homework after your classes and have prepared for the next day 
unless a different due date in given. Check your grades regularly for 
any problems and clear things up with the teacher as soon as you 
notice any issues. Go over lessons/notes/vocab 15 minutes a day 
outside of class.

Work not completed and turned in by the assigned date is 
considered late. If a student is absent on the date work is due, the 
assignment is due the first day the student comes back. It is the 
student’s responsibility to check the calendar and Google 
Classroom to see what was missed.  COMPLETED LATE WORK 
will only receive partial credit (75% of the assignment total). 
INCOMPLETE LATE WORK will not be graded and will result in a 
zero for the assignment. Communication is the key! Let Ms. 
Karnes know if you are having technical issues preventing you 
from participating and completing an assignment. LIFE 
HAPPENS! It is the student’s responsibility to communicate!

What happens if I turn in an assignment late or I 
am absent?
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Office hours are from 12:30  – 
3pm daily (M-F)
All CTE students are 
encouraged to participate in 
these hours as needed. Please 
email Ms. Karnes to schedule 
times as needed. This is time 
for you to get additional help 
on work/projects.

Office Hours

Grading Scale

A 100-94
A- 93-90
B+ 89-87
B 86-84
B- 83-80
C+ 79-77
C 76-74
C- 73-70
D+ 69-67
D 66-60
RTL (ready to learn) points 
are earned daily for the 
following:
Being on time, being on 
task, being prepared.

Career and Technical Education Rainier 
School District Non-discrimination Policy 
in addition to RSD Policy 5010 can  be 
found here: 
https://www.rainier.wednet.edu/Page/1356 

Being a student in a CTE course brings the availability of 
the CTSO (career and technical student organization) 
that is attached to that course. Students in this course 
qualify to participate in our local FFA chapter. Rainier has 
an active association that focuses on premier leadership, 
personal growth and career success. Students find many 
activities to choose from in our chapter program of 
activities (POA). Due to our early release, we will be 
electing 2020-2021 officers and planning our POA in 
September. Membership to the FFA program costs 
$20/year for your State and National dues. Possible 
activities include service projects, skill building projects, 
competition with other schools/chapters and  social team 
building events. Meetings will be held through zoom until 
we are released to meet in person.

What are the benefits of taking a CTE course?

What does our first quarter/semester look like?
Unit 0: Intro to Science class using remote learning

❏How to use Google Classroom
❏Troubleshooting Tech and using Google Meet

Unit 1: Sustainability: Fundamental Principles and Concepts
❏Environmental Issues, their causes and sustainability
❏Environmental History: An Overview (Environmental Timeline project)
❏Easter Island vs The Lorax vs Today’s World (research paper)
❏Environmental Footprint

Unit 2: The Living World
❏Ecosystem Structure; Biomes: Terrestrial and aquatic ecology.
❏Energy Flow; populations, communities, food chains.
❏Evolution and Biodiversity; ecological succession.

Unit 3: Populations
❏Population Biology Concepts; carrying capacity, exponential vs logistic 

growth, survivorship curves.
❏Human Population; fertility and death rates, age structure diagrams
❏Impacts of populations on ecosystems and agriculture

**Labs will be utilized as much as possible during online learning. 
Some labs are not adapted well for online technology, while others 
can be modified or simulated for student learning.

Please go HERE to “sign” that you and your student 
have read and understand the syllabus.

https://www.rainier.wednet.edu/Page/1356
https://forms.gle/CxShJdzavSfAyVbv5

